[bookmark: _y5l2qpo7tf5v]DVMS Year at a Glance 2025–2026

[bookmark: _ombyaea9rimg]New to DVMS? Who We Are
Welcome to the DVMS community!
Founded in 1965, Diablo Valley Montessori School offers a nurturing, child-centered environment rooted in the Montessori method. Our mission is to support the whole child—socially, emotionally, and academically—through hands-on exploration and a deep respect for each child’s individual learning journey.

[bookmark: _1o1zu5hp3343]What to Expect This Year
The 2025–2026 school year is full of exciting experiences for students and families alike, and it’s an extra special one as we celebrate our 60th Anniversary! Here’s a look at what’s ahead:

· Classroom Orientations – Meet teachers, explore the classroom, and learn daily routines.
· Parents Club Events – Wine Tasting,  Moms & Dads Nights, Teacher Appreciation Week, Special Giving Back Opportunities, and more!
· Fall Festival – October 19th We are bringing back a beloved DVMS tradition filled with seasonal activities, crafts, games, and treats that bring together families and staff to celebrate autumn.
· Halloween Parade – October 31st, A school-wide tradition where children dress up and proudly walk through campus.
· Holiday Cocktail Party – December 11th,  A festive evening for DVMS parents and staff.
· 60th Anniversary Auction – April 2026: Our school’s largest annual fundraising event, bringing together families and staff for a night of food, fun, and celebration.
· Spring Celebration – May 1st, a joyful event with music and dance.
Stay tuned for additional details in upcoming newsletters and on our social media pages!
[bookmark: _zhhcrr1kqpur]Communication at DVMS
We value open and consistent communication with families:
· Monthly Teacher Updates – Class-specific news, highlights, and photos
· Wednesday Newsletters – Weekly updates from Head of School Jayne Martin
· Room Parents – Occasional reminders and event coordination
· Parents Club & Auction Committee – Details on school-wide events and volunteer opportunities
You can always reach out to your child’s teacher via email or Brightwheel for direct communication.

[bookmark: _nx5ndsd9ujdi]Fundraising at DVMS
As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, DVMS relies on generous community support to help our school not only function—but thrive. While tuition covers teacher salaries, basic training, and day-to-day classroom operations, it does not fully cover the actual cost of delivering the high-quality Montessori environment we provide.

[bookmark: _nxr2mdk6gck]Why Do We Fundraise?
Fundraising bridges the gap between tuition income and the true cost of running and enriching our school. Thanks to your support, we can:
· Enhance and upgrade classroom environments
· Invest in long-term improvements like campus beautification and infrastructure
· Offer professional development for our teachers
· Bring in new learning materials and special enrichment opportunities
Every dollar raised has a direct and lasting impact on our students, teachers, and school community.
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[bookmark: _q9ugel8uwq6g]2025–2026 Fundraising Events
· Fall Festival– October 19th
· 60th Annual Fund Drive – November 3rd–21st
· Holiday Cocktail Party – December 11th
· 60th Anniversary Auction – April
Ways to get involved:
· Purchase your child’s individual classroom project ($150 – March)
· Donate or purchase items for your classroom’s themed bundle (March)
· Attend Pay-to-Play parties (Throughout the year)
· Join us for an unforgettable auction celebration night (April)
· Bid on exclusive items in our silent and live auctions (April)
Whether you give your time, your talents, or your financial support, your involvement matters—and strengthens DVMS for current and future generations.

[bookmark: _9dzuf6731g4n]Classroom Contributions
Will I be asked for any other funds besides the fundraising events listed? Yes. During each class orientation, your child’s classroom teachers will explain in detail the field trips and activities planned specifically for their class throughout the year. They will also provide a detailed classroom budget outlining how these experiences will be supported. These Class Parent Contribution Funds vary from class to class, depending on age level, programming, and materials needed.

[bookmark: _poabxgr1bvjd]Volunteer Opportunities
There are so many meaningful ways to support DVMS:
· Volunteer at events like Oktoberfest or the Auction
· Join a committee — Auction, School Board, Parents Club, and more
· Support annual giving campaigns, like the Annual Fund and Auction

Your participation directly benefits every child and strengthens the DVMS community!

[bookmark: _tddmwznl0a83]Stay Connected:
· Website: www.dvms.org
· Brightwheel App: Daily communication and updates.
· Email: Regular newsletters and important updates.
· Social Media: Follow us for updates and school highlights.
· [image: ]  http://instagram.com/dvmslafayette 
· [image: ]  https://www.facebook.com/dvmslafayette


For more information, please visit our website: dvms.org
Be sure to check out the Parent Resources page and the Parent Handbook for complete school guidelines, policies, and calendar details.
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